Honaursbe Judges:

here what I should have liked to say
oraly i court Bt 1 5 uniikely that 1 shall be abl to came o
Roma 1 ave oo for some

My is the only reason for my absence. 1 should like

to B it S S e o i Bl

prist have been suspected of showiog hlth respec for ihe Sale
§ the accusation that has been made against me at this

o Bt e suspcion 1 i founded in Vthe case of very i

of

o T want 1o explnn lo you how indetatgably 1

trive x:r:m,m“, an'my boys  fealing for the law and a respect

for

% should like Lo arty one point togarding my counse
g e e the ndicted letter P
me personally as a teacher and as a priest. In these two qualities
can speak for myset, Therefor I had asked my logal counsel
Dot to speak on my behalf. B pl.lln!d o me that he could
e e Sare it e ® vayer
T have undesiood i ressons 120 g ,m msum
dnothe polnt to zine which
has been R4 SoRether Wit me. T hindly baving oRored
me hospilaity on lis pages. The indicod leier"had been iicu-
ated by me privately 4s early s February 23
Only laer (M.m:h ) was it nrpuhllsnl-d by Rinascita and
then by other p:
us it is muely by chance that 1 find myselt prosecuted in
th cmpenyof s Commaai ppe
T 0kt R s ohfschon 1 ks il vt exy it
matter. But the Communist paper did not deserve the honour
of ‘beiig made standard beartr of ideas that arc ¢ extrancous to

mpliation of e Commuit papee i thi cause is 2o
servige to S, ; thal i o the education of The young pesple

)t moives which Umpeied e t wrle
indicled leter. But before that I should explain why T consider
st ool oy o parish priest bt alo 3 ncer
Js  mountain paish, When | arrived there here
s on & he elzmzmlr}’ Schoal: Ty oo
il orm thy wm Sl Rt ierate
= wwka' sy and despised by the world.
3 hen thav T decldod 1 spead y At 85 gl g
for, thelr cdision s i, ot nly oF thee ot e
e e last clven years, 1 have spent
e yes spent most of my ministry
city n‘;eople sed to marvel ot our work schedule twelve
hours 4 day, 365 days a year. Before I got there the boys had



the same schedule of work (much harder word), to make wool
and cheese for the townstolk Nobody had any objection.

hat T impose this schedule f Work 3t SoHooL. people 5ay 1 am
100 hard on them.

"This question of out work schedule is pertinent o this trial
only in 50 far as it would be difficult to understand my way of
SobToning f e d ot Knowy that the boys are practically living
ith me. We receive guests in common, W ogether:
books, papers, the We write togel
SPRARING | AS Dl 'n.g ext umll gecaion

when a friend dropped in and

brought s & newy “[)Jiper clég‘mn " gulilod 4 pmmiiqas
by aplains of the Region of Tuscany."
Thade e fokcaed hat the sk s el oty orent UL ot
4 total of 120 of the members of that organisation had been
present when the communiqué was issued. 1 was unable to
ascertain whether the others were as much as notified. I know
only ong person who belongs o s mgam;auon {h parih pricst
of Vicchio. He told me he had ?.h ting
Gnd ek ‘he was indlgnant e Form wnd substance of the

x, n fact i 3 gratuitous provocation. It Is eno
to remember. thal, i Tefetsing to- ConeEieTious objectars,

(two sentences of the T.M.T. of Turin, December 19, 1963; Scher-

illo, aceust ie 3, 1964; Fiorenza, sentences
o the AT, of Verona T found an ackn of particular
Tiora And soclal valour. 15 motve (GSLobeE. 1 1033F Valente,

seoused; Jeaniery 1, 1987; bitoto; accused: May 7, 1087, Berorts
e 1 o e ren b S oG
s

e hings to my boys.
ha Ruesced as much. “They siso had realised that 1t Wes up 10
s g them a lesson for life.

1 had to teach them how the citizen is supposed to react
agast ijusice: how he s th reedon 10 mmauwlm
dom of the press. How the Christian must react against the

s
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priest — even agait the Bishop i the latter errs. How each one
st el rospansbleforall.
ho wall of our school I writien, i
1 CASE i3 unsranslatable motto of the best of the American
Joul, T GARE. o xact opposte of the fascist motto I DON'T
o

mmunic \lé n-ﬂvml at our school it was alres
&1t peter i phrivetaend
Seosstes athorites had reacted in i
Thus we o reac ave. achonl ke ours,
which knows neither recreation nor Vi':llwl’l. ‘has lots of time to
B o . Tharions v v e gt e il o
2wl olhers do nof ey This i the only ind of recra
X ET oy

k up our history books (humble high school text-
ook Jot V‘kdl]ls&'ﬂ inapocrapha) st e it
g ian hi sear
T ehich ane ol 4oy asice 13 ofthe Y Coneti
tion. It is not our fault that we did not find such a wat

We have had lots of trouble ever since that day. We have
recelved dozens of anonymous letters of Insult and mu. with
only' Swadtika or a fascio in place of the signatu

nalists have Inveighed against u puhluhlns,"lnxnr-
views " teeming with false information. Others have
redible conclusions from these  terviews, without bothring
o check the seriousness of n our own Arch.
Snhoe o susen lie wntenanding of ouf puion” (A
1o the Clergy, April 14 1065)
mu letter has been indicted.

Kept up our courage, thinking of the thirty-one Italian
bays 3 preson i Jul ox the ke 64 Sn IG5 SlResmt et
the millons of youngsters wiho croud stadia, bars, dance hals

=

in order to buy themselves a car; who follow the
Tixhions rend soris magesic, and den'tcare'a oo or polies
and eligion.

One of my boys, who goes to the Technical Institute, attends
cassn St Feon ere, couiied by ke chief of those mil
chaplains who published that * communiqué.” My boy tells me
that, in class, his chaplain often talks about sport and boasts
ihat ':. s  passionate hunter and loves judo. The boy tells me

at he has

£ was o concern of his to call those thistyone men
Cowards  and thelr action ity s G
mandment of love.” I want my boys to be more like those thirty-

one than like lhz( (uchc
THE UNDERLYING CAUSE
nocAt this point [ must deal with the basic problem of any real



Mth this 1 think we have come to the crucil point of this
trial: because 1, as 4 teacher, have been indicted for

misdomednour; hat s for conducting a bad school”Th frt
we should first S de

A school is thing that
matirs .00 Ul 1 the exaplcnee lowr A sl instead:
s placed between the past and the future. It must maintain
contact with both.

o School must apply he delcate artof lesding the boys on

s edge: on the one side, the sease for legalty must be

formed (an o0l s similar o ihe court)
o o xld:. Ihe mm o Sk hvs st e evelopbd o
in oiher wnrd.l) al sense (and in this, the school

ey of your offie is that you know you must judge
o um uuu o s Which are no yet Just in hel Loty
are stll Judges alive today in Italy who i the
o) pevmouica meihl tance o/ are il rut Uita
mnngm i gt o thoso leors v Have Beped
progies. b {eaching s o e he aw then i
Tl oY cotin e ool et gutide he
boun o e i v
he boy s ot yet SA g o e o it
e any svereien g

er point o view he is our siperior: because {omorrow he
romulgate 1aws which will b bettor than

us the teacher must be 3 prophet, to me un R
-bxm.m, ‘he must scrutinise th

ine oy e m el iy 1%: iy wm See omagrow which
Therelore in

oS Sl bt of the g vmr, even though in
Some other ways he 1s in Js service, 1f you condemn i you
Cat short any possivility of legislaive progress.

2 thei v as youn sevregos of omarro are
concerned, 1 camnol, el m Gy way.
by e e R

man-made laws So much that they must obey them only when
they are just (that is, when they protect the Weak). When they

tyranny of the citize bt in order that they
be changed. Th instrument fo_change the law s the
vote. The Constitution adds r instrument: the

But the truc lever to sot In motion hese two instruments
the word and the example by which we may inluence vers and
Srikers. And when the hotr comes, mm s no greate
o school hat {eaches more than he who pays with his perian for

e law which e knows

2 consclentious objetion: h who )
o be & accepts the penalty provided by that law: Tn this

7



our letter, which is here accused, makes
e of the thirty-one young men s

nal
SOt who pays with his person bears witness 0 the beter law
e desms l!snh's trat e loves aw

‘man mist “iny 3 e
Snarchist J;ny iy o e may snd s many young
B aaabid ot b

This technique of co tructive love {or the law, T leamed

with my boys 15 cad Crt, o pology o Sorateg
do in the Four Gos Is, Gandits Sutoviogsaphy; the
U 0 ik of Bisasiioms Lives of men come ks

confc wih he aw of theirtme: ot n rder to destroy it but

T nave appied. this techaique i wy Jtie sphere; L e
applied it all y e a5 a Christian, In faco of the laws
“thoritis of the Church. Stricly orthodox and disci
e time, passionately alert to present and future, no

one can accuse me of heresy or lack of discipline. No one can
accuse me of being a careerist, I am forty-two years old and still
i riest It chrgs ol forty w0 50

Ive trained, admirable boyy for that matter—excellent
citizens and nmllcm Christians. None of them has grown uj
be an anarchist, Nonc of them has becoie a conformist Hike
yourown ingice. Tues byt L USSR

B Graer of e tay. dipd weaniosoiay, Besember 13

One of these moral and social achievements is emt
in Art u “Italy repudiates war as an instrument of nm
against the liberty of other peoples.
You jurists will say hat the la refers only to the future.
ut we, the common people, will tell you that oy
aies " s loaded with Tictning that I uraces th past ang the
Jiis an invitation to give o everything a good airing. History.
aslneyluh .am‘llhry “sglnnmlu'l'gmlllry
am g nce, as mcy rc still being. uughl ‘today, need a thoroug!

will excuse me if T have to enlarge somewhat on this
oot B the Pt Peoscnton ‘nterproted m leiter as an
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apology for disabedience, Tn reality it is nothing bu
Feres st Thadrod yeire o RALory o he Tght oF the wrd
e

ether or ot we must obey i future wars depends In fact
o0 our Tgmnt of Those wage of nt past.
e o s s Yt s’ Gtk

shametul. "Some of them, poor wretches
realy beloved what they were saing. They cheatod s
been iy Ty were chestng

rs
ut they wre afrald “The majority of our teachers were prob
Sbiy merely s
i e o e i they had to say, all those wars
were fought “for the fatherland."
umine four types of war which most

for the fatherland.
s forgol to mention one obvious fact, nimels
tat reics thare et oraets of 1 s, Until
only 2 per cent of the lalian ‘population had the right 1o
ween 1880 Tt cent

880 an e
n[ oy, z; percont bad teqlre he right o ol but anly
really knew how, or cared, to use it
e mz and 1945, the ?ié-ni‘mgﬂ s not delivered
oy ioeve ing
ngm one .nmm&

Gl i e vk - R R

Bt (he Constuon a5 Baracd s 3 1047 it 3 disturbing
kind, of honesty that B workers were de fcto excluded
ihe evers of power. Snce art. § has o been e Fevied It s po:
misibie o (e (and 1 happen to thik s that f describts 3
situation that stil exists, Thus it s offclally recognised that the

cssants and workers, tat 1 the majory ot Taian people

ave never been In posiions of pover, s g our s
have marched only under the orders of a smlll o

The army. s i s b

dratie e pad Lire 53,000 monthly (e s lhe on o ch m,ﬂ.,
RLire 4.500: f he I a son o the poor. The sons of the rich and

ns of the poo
sl o ¢ s o the rch are served By e W sk ot

r almost never — represented

the. hlﬂerlzndln T2 ety s
many historic wars, for that matler, have armies

m;resenltd their fatherlands?
o army that detended Franc during the Revolution per-
hhps r(xrnsemm e faneriand. Napolcor's army Tn sl G-
tsh Dl

Suer a.a e Mt sty
Siainrid pe F"‘ e ld. The Rusaia iy in Polan certimy
&icnot The Haila ary at the Piave pertaps did, The aiian
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army that ought on the 2dth of May certainly did not.
o boys 1 have at sehool are exclusvely sons of possants

and workers. Eieciic lighi came to Barbans only two weeks

ago. But the draft cards have been Gelvered 10 Barbian hemes

it help eling my boys (hat thelr unlorlumate fathers
suffored and inficied suflring in a series of
intrest o 3 small ruling class (1o which ey i o beomaty,
ot in the interest of the
"ohe o Hsel, s fatherland, s something taak has been
created by man; therefore it is something less than God
if people adore it. 1 think it is not right to give one's hln Jor
someihing tha Is et than God But granied en that it s
right to give one’s ife for et and), it s
certainly Indmissible to think if 'alfm & sive one's s Tor
idol (the speculations of indust
1 givg one's e tox nothing s wORG Y
chers did not tell us that in 1866 the Austrians had
offered us the region of Venctia gratis: which means that those
who died died without any reason. And it Is monstrous to die
wihont
they had ed us s lis, we would have understood how
complen Sath i it war, like any other v
of the eroic enthusiasm of some, the” heroic indignation of
e, e delueney "o others s
saying all this because some - critics have accused me
of It ot Feapeit ox those b Heve e THL ateume
i foundea. 1 respect those unfortunate victims; 1t is because T
respect them um X would think it an offence o ther memory
4 m o thei death, and then suttled
Tusy 1o e, el o skine ing, for instance, who
et to Bt wi: Badogli and soms. generals and the
Were in such a hurry tha hey even forgof 1o leave orders behind.

Respect or e dead.for it it cat bwew ot
forget my boys who are alive, T do not want them to meet similar,

o
still Faseists around, poor wretches, who write pnmm |mm w
fell me that before'pronouncing the sacred name of

b out

reasons for which,
four years earler T had protested againet the AuStian presence
this side of Salerno. and had deserted the army, 4s 1 point
out'in the indicted leter.
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W should i oulardy Lo clai ghts 0 Meraoand
Bajrana " (Poical Bl Vol et
e lafans ke :lnm?:untrllvn e the Sout Ty
ntina and, with scn o it 10 . the

il fronter up i Brenaer . () " I

Uder Fuscism, fasfcation was sclentically organise:

ot nm_Ké,. i of ook, sk ot ondsape et The
‘miltary cemeleries (Coll Tsarco the Resa Pass, S,
Candido Sl Vi ha it Caparet wers Aiered

ip! e who still believe, as Battisti
o, toat fratlers must sestly'separate natios from ntioa? ok
i W a

u
phace sccording to the i Ty
red a dogma of faith, mlhm‘ civic or relgi

They presented to s as a g]nty of the father-
land! 1 9oE Bitech years o1 Cien, 1 secmat e that vas only

That il sly o
sclously vile | don's Know s prepared the NOFEors that wers
n

to follow three years later. It prepared millions of obedient

soldiers: obedient to the orders of Mussolini of—1to be more
precise — obedient to the orders of Hitlr. And then: 6y mil
on

Having been so grosly misled by my teachers when I was
thirteen years old, . ihe teacher, hav i front o me these boss
o thireen, whom v

‘moral
T L U ey T it o the vt I it
hlng tneuding ey chedisos ¥of the kind they taught s

PRGRE teachers who st repeat the le; thase who
e Jearml oo ke that U oy
Have writen thi oiee wihout the aid of a it But
zwpynnnecml Code we do have at school
n the text {self of art, 40, indm!nrl.vp den
find that e selden st ¥ yhenihe acion et s oo

v
ordered is manifestly mmm. lhn order must have a

minimum appearance of egitm;
A umem‘e of the TSM. condemns a soldier for having
xlermlmln civilians (December 13, 1949

S Lo
n



s our own s gt ctn oldes b  con
cienee st o how 1o s It ot Uhe Fght e,

5 her b & misimam appesrance o eg
Bocaon of Jows ol

B ai by, Inicopional agreemants o which ity 8
Sty coud o i i o v ik

m

Our Archbishop, e Flrit, wole that 1 is practically

impossible for the single individual o evaluate the manifold

aspects f the queston of the moraits of the orders received *
am

adoglio r
{o"fie on hospitas (Telegram of ussolin, March 3, 1936), of
1 use
“That the Tallans used poison gas in E¢hiopi s fact estab
shed Bevun qucton, “The Genihs Fravoal i My 15 ok
Il Y ey Aped . 1028wtk viated
o Dl 3, 1. e

i it 2 on stabliaied fac ﬁ.
Sebtore 1t Armenire it amrluvanﬂf!oﬂnlBﬂu. y

151065 and 15, 1069, We. b telegrams sent
Mussolini fo Graziani: * Authorise use of gas” (telegram

edly. (Interview for Espresso, September 29, 1963,
[Thse obedient officers and sodiers who threw barres of
mustard gas are war criminals, even though they have not yet

been prosécuted.

Prosecuted, instead, am I, because T wrote o letter which has
been iy A,mmlnkd Ui i

o receive, among many others, the
lettas of SnesConae odark Tomh e Tl Conlons
of the most important Florentite factories, {rom the leaders and
moving s "o he CLSL, Milan and Flovence, and trom he
Yo 1 en cun s pecpe e oSy oy

rostonal conventions are fodsy an integeal part
e Gonsttuton (ar. 1051 teach o mountain VA Rk
the Cab:smuunn and the "fi“ sgned by their fatherland, over
we orders of a

2t e fhen sl Vet oMty e
o undotehing e oo iehumte b g
Y constder hem i
i comion S ot the oo e

ricrsions which ofen sfhict the 30m5 o e bourgeos
those, for nstance; "o e D Annuriio and made rx‘x?”-m
of Faicii ond o

n



At Naremberg and Jerusalem men have been

for iheir obedience. Al mankind e Ty Shouia not
have obeyed; for there exists a law which men perhaps have not
2ot ranscried into their |m|mn but which Is writien nto
hir hearts A large part of hum 15 it the faw of God.

Gthners cal it the Iaw o conseence. Those who bellove aeldher
in the ane nor in the other are only a tny, sck minority. 1 is
they'wio cultivate lind ohediem
s eudanen o et e/ Conamont b telling the young
Italian soldiers that they must not have a conscience; that they
must obey like robots; that their crimes wil be paid for by those
iz ooe il

Instead we must tell them that Claude Eatherley, the pilot
Hiroshima, who night sfier night hat visons of women and
mel

@S e has deined himselt now). (Letters of Claude Eatherley
and Gﬂnlrv Anders. Milan: Einaudl, weﬂy
as studying Th g
ciple o Romt v Vo, ooy Secept. m  prinlple of of
Joint responibiiy, Pomany it Xoows oy
e ho Hotds T DAE 16 no Je of & thel than 1e Who

u have o perons who il comnit s i, or
Snstance hd prnpe i the Excratiane, ot send o f her
itdnian and everybody knows ! it the responsibility
Camnot b divided 1
A crime tike mt S commited 3t Hiroshima clled (o thos
sand of directly co1 aiticians, scco
techmicazs, worke e of ke has s i
OV Conacionce, pretehding that the gull was to be divided by 3
ulile of 3 thausand. A remorse reded 10 miesimals
s v
s come 1 iy When 2 cave an Nk

s!uls

anofite, e ke e had S e w
sirman fn the atomic era 13 e tank of he plane that shur\ly
will reduce to ashes some 200,000 Japanese — and. t feel
any mn\nna

fo certain advosates of the
obedience o 10 courts, it would
Who shoula bo held r:mnslble o the’ murder of six millon
Jews. But Hitler was ible because he was mad.
I eime was mover SommiHd beCuse N ne eormiied .

{There s only one way out o this macabre play of words. To
{el the young hat they ae all sovereign: that obedience i no
onget o i but thy Subest of e tatons: and that they
SHOSTd Rt count on usng 1 38 & shisid. o fore men or
Defore God: that cach one of (hem must feel uniquely and inte-
grally responsible for everything.

»



Qals 1 s happens, wil mankin b sbe o ay ha s
s, moral progtess parale and commenirale
e el s
SPEAKING AS A PRIEST
Up to this point T have spoken as a citizen and teacher wt
believes he has rendered a Su‘\'kt Ia society with his school uﬂ
his etter: ot commitied a legal o
ut et s assume once more tha you consider it a legal
oftence.
If the accusation is made against me alone, and not at mu
sty confreres, it fotlows hat my orth

Church would have condemne did not do so
cause my leder says hings that ase clementary (o Christan
doctrine, such as priests have been teaching for the last two

thousand years. I1'1 have committed a legal e ok Aral
prosecute all of us,
Y have i Tntentiooaly avoided speaking (rom the point

of view of the non-violent. Persor bellve in, non-vilence
§ hate tried 1o educate bw:n s 1 have directed
em, as far as rade unions. (the o

ly
Feanisatans Whieh app) iy the e lechniaue of nen-solence on 3
Iarge scale). But non-violence is not et the offcial doctrine of
the whole Church. The doctrine of the priority of conscience
over and above the law of the Sllln on the other hand, has been
Sihetirtachinas e
1 WE_Pe Sae s i o it R my letter, 1
have spoken as an e b aften even e Somstsvitivs
il
Letus begin ithhsory
vy of Taly untl 1029 a5 1 summarised it
n-nu s S picss usd o tell i in helr .ﬂmmarm
i1 e date. My o parish priest. tod me tht Lo Squil,
e Flo rentine Cathotc s carny bl
155 45 o he Sotom 1o Indcate T state of osralag Do the

In what concorns more recent history. that is. my fudgment
of the Fascet war, it may well be that e or th other o my
s well known
i demoeraic

2lsoor the word  repudiates .
Lot now consac docrne.
e doctrine that f God before and above
he i of 14 18 ScBepied Y S1ovhed, b the coire Chareh
Tneed not look for modern difficult theologians to prove this.

"



Yo g ask any o4 who s preparing or his st Co
O T o Taothes oraec o ol ki < oby The

oy the faws of the State. Did they do wel or i
ng?

mme ‘who misquote, in this resy the saying of
Superiors even if they l"‘1u * Celtatbios
oitance whether 1he persan who.comimands 16
penl\l;:l{g cood or OVl: Only b wil Sneer befors God foo ble
e

portant, however, whether he orders us to do good or
vt Dechis ok Gk o st il Rane s b st

(5o much o that St Poter wrote his whe exhortations to
obedience from jail —where he was imprisoned for having
solemnly disobeyed,

‘The Council of Trent was explicit on this poiat: (Catechism,
part T, Precept 1V, par 10 Vit th palltica auinoriies tom
mand shyting inkd tous, they must not be listened t0, Tn ex
i this maite o the péopi, Shouid point out
fm ,and commensurate pre wm await in heaven t
whnn shoiiis dllbt b

i et o Vs e e, perhaps,
who Sene Goncanta me)ake ulkofadmisation for ths EMMbiEon
of the Church of Silence. That Exhibition amount alta:
tlon of citizens who for the sake of their conscience rebel against
the State. Thus even my most superficial aceusers really think
the way T i only mistake is to 1

tate is Communi tho-

precept when the State 15 st

ic while forzelting it in those cases (ke S i where the Biate
alle gd!ycm wolic and the Im:lrv ommunist.

These are painful things to say, but I have mentioned them

u that, on this et e cree of CALRBIE who thik

ihe wm"& is closed.

ecybody knows tha the Church honoursits martyrs, Not
ar Croms oud THBorAL e Chutsh Kt esceied n han
e e g i oo
conflict between his conscience and the law then in force. Si.
2 “bad ciizen” Your predecessors at
ot e il Wit foRt i Cotes him.
yet they were not Intolerant against religion as such
m& s i temples in Rome {or all he gods and they were glad
eir sacrifices on any altar.

i ok e et el D Mgl vocae peseivtl %
moral danger o i Insitutions. The relieon whose fist com:
mandment says; "1 ai a ealous God: Thou shalthave 1o oher
g0

ore .
In those e it was thus ineviabe that good Jews and
o Enians wold sl o b
7 the s o the Stle progrosad Lot
e aeAaee S 1 e a2 o Uil o the S

15



o3t pproatinatiog slways mace sl the law of God. Thus

it Is becoming every day easer. for s to be reco

iene: But thi 15 happening by coincidence: oL intr rinsically

ou should not be surprsed 1 mlum i even now we cann x
the laws of man. e e taws, and o

e abe t obey i t thern
For 1 have confidence in the lays of man. During the brief

span of my owr

and boun

L U i 4 st el g et b LA
s e T et o

We said that Indiy h o (il cumcm But there
ases In which the old divergence st
ob the ancient commandment of the Church Is still
Vala: sk we must obey God rather than human belngs.
In the indicted letter I hive enumerated some of these
cases. T may add some further considerations.
el objection in the strict sense of this
rm.

Just in recent days the Church has given me aid and comfort

on this particular point." The Council Invites all legislators to

respect. {respicere) thase who, whether to testify {0 Christian

meekness, out of reverence for if,or horror o commit vioence
any kind, for ressons of conseichco refuse miliary service or

S vl actions of Imminent crulty such as iar entails”

(Schema 13, par 101 T e the ext 2 pro dhymeralr-
most i

v.m

ks tone nty military thlphlm in Florence s:ld nm a con-
clentious oblector s 3 coward. T have morelysaid that, peshaps,
is a prophet. It seems to me the Bishops are saying much
Tsaid,
1 want to mention three further, symptomatic facts.
1t a thealogical student who came back from the war of 1918




e o o  pret b b o e S tor
o fo e Sanonic e 1 have ‘com-
P o o l{ fhcers. ooders: 1 1925 . Chuseh re.
questod hat the sme mmpx Theclogical students, priess and
Hisops trom mil
e e oA A i U e m signing
s, 5 ol excpt i Caes iere e i
bt out sooner (ut citus lberd 118 3y disobey he shall
Eokomatealy b Feturaed to the Haths of & Tpmin
the gln‘:;n‘n ;mns!d = 'l;y sty on the wiole 55
e for & prist—t put 1 Something
hat has s Tigts sad 1t o \ﬁm thing that the
e SR il medats s
Let us now finally face the most bum.;i prolem f these
last wars and of those to come, the il
n Thma o g o ﬂ""aln" oyl il
il ex appens incidentally, th an
milary ovjecive. Now we e rex 3t Sehot an
e icted by i i Nopel e e e
. PUDLEb by e Bl o of Romic Scinite
BHort sy tha duting th First Worlt War e cent (o e
were civilians, 93 pef cent were miltary (ont stil could sustain
he thesis that the civilians had died " incidentally ).

During the Second World ar 48 po con of the dexd e
ivilans, miltary (it was o Inmr Dossible to caim
s the cieihans had died ? mcidentaiy ™
the Korean war 84 per cent of th l.he dead were civilans,
e cent millary (one hay o staain the hess a1
e mnlllry Wwho uré killed * incidentally "r

Jnow that generals today study strategy in ferms of
“ megldellhs" (1 meghdenth = ano i dend that ot
today's ei;'muy at the civilians, and that perhaps
miche ml| Hary il go sco
4k X R e i theslogian who would
admit hat 8 Sl ey i ey (gne ght even sy o
vty al viians 3 his staatinthe Ciran st b
= st cost i i it Shoutd add tnat i wold s T
e logieal uullhsutnawarﬁw\':nnstlnmly not parteipate
crenisa ichenka
et s g et e e W sy
ioto e ph:lln'e " ke o llncion between i who caries
Weapons'of destruction and him who serves in the Red
ol pericpate ' he war and further s cause: Both are g\lﬂly
of the crlme’nl x (Nom violence in Peace and War. Ahimeds

this point 1 sk myself whether it is not academic to
continie 1tk Rhout war . erra (it were (nsdequate iready
at the time of the Second World War.
"



st 1k i about the wars of the future because
{ho archntion of advocacy of misdemeanour that has been mads
against .m- muwums gt 1 bevw gt e
SHaulan
Vi sagard 1o the war of the future, the Inadeduacyof
the :rﬁn.u&y o ou tnology and of your  Legisistion besoines
e more sty
1t is well known that the only " defence " in a war.
with ﬂhmu(' mxssllns is to fire twenty minutes ahead of
scesir. Bt i good allan, o shot frt s caled " agres-
son ot ~~.1

Bat Tt . inagiod st Homiset Site which, in st
defence™ shoots twenty minules later. Which' meahs its sub-
aines sould fre — they being the only Survivors of & countey
that would have been deleted from the map. n good ltalan th
is called * revenge ”, not " defence

Y am sorr If this dscussion 1 taking on . ane of seence
fiction, but Kennedy and Khruschey have publicly. emitted
threats of this sort against one another.

" We are fully avare o the fuct that this war, i It unleashed
will be, from the very first hour, a thermonuciear war and
orid wac? (Lt Trom Riiruscher o Sercard bl 0S8

Ths wa st tragiclly adbesin 1 the worid of e ea)
Detemsive war, then, no Jonger exist, Thereore there
xists o longer an. st war " nther for tho Church o
forthe Consttut
i mllsl Vv ammad uaizie thaticndt ol
el o he Saman Speces Ik sk (e . Limas Puuling, Robel
o for Chnmlslry “Ind for Peace)
ceep arguing hore whether the soldir has o has
ok SO A B e
I wholeheartdiy hop Wt you il acqut me, The deaof
playing the hero in Jail toes not amuse me. But 1 cannot help
tecletngn explct lerms hat Tkl oninue m teach by bos
what 1 have been tea s Tar:
ives therm the order of rmrmokc, i wAII e e oty 5t hin
i good and tight and take him to the madhouse.
ope that my fellow press and teachers of all religons
st bt 2 et e S i S o .

In spite of that some general may find somewhere the villain
who obes, and thus we shall fal t save hum ity This s 0o
reason for not doing our duly as teachers to the end. If we

Cannat save Dumanity, Tet s St Jeas save.ous sous,

Lorenzo Milani
Barbiana, October 15, 1965



